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The election of Pedro Saad as Sseretary General of the Eenadoran Comnist Party
has evoked various reactions among Party members:

One group favors Saad since they do not believe that Primitive Barrdto is
forceful enough to direet Cofrunist activities in Eenador, espeeially in view
of the progressively more belliperent attitude to be nsed in the genoral
canpaign of the Party.

Guaysquil Party leaders feol Sead has been promoted to a position of more
prostige but less anthority. As Secretary General of the Party, Saad's principal
operations will be directed from Quite. Howevor, Guayaquil is comsidered the
headquarters of Communist activities in Ecuadowr. The recent visit of Roberto
Morena, suspected Cominform agent, %o Guayaquil, seemed to confirm the latter
statement. It is belioved that Cominform leaders faver this location for

their activities. :

Enrdque Gil Gilbert, Sccrotary General of the coastal reglon, and Saad are
imown to have hal somo differsonce of opinlon in the last few months. Saad’s
presence in Quito will allow Gil Gilbhert to exort more influsnce in the coastal
roglon. Fydends of Gil Gilbert believe Saad is fully avare of this danger and
is apprehensive lest his position may be weslened by i%.
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